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but he added, " what is most calamitous of all, is that
the Archbishops and several of the Bishops are also
against us. What they can mean," he declared,
" they best know, for nobody else can tell; and
sooner or later, perhaps in this very year, almost
certainly in the next, the concessions to the Dis-
senters must be followed by the like concessions to
the Roman Catholics."

Lord Elclon was quite right. To do him justice,
his worst bigotry never utterly dimmed his clearness
of vision, and he knew well what some, even of the
supporters of the Bill, did not quite know, that it
would be impossible to strike the shackles off the
limbs of the Dissenters, and composedly leave them
for ever on the limbs of the Roman Catholics. There
is always something interesting to the living student
of history in the spoken and written utterances of
Lord Eldon on such a subject. First it is interesting,
as a mere matter of curiosity, for a reader of the
present clay to be brought into contact with so com-
plete and all-round a bigot as Lord Eldon ; and next
it is interesting to see how Lord Eldon never failed
to understand the uselessness and the futility of
his own bigotry. He never lulled himself for a
moment, as so many of his contemporary bigots did,
into the fond belief that he could stern the tide of
liberal reform in religious and political affairs. He
performed his duty with the full conviction that the
performance would not have the slightest effect in
keeping back the movement which he strove to
resist. If it were not something too whimsical to
compare the tough old Tory with a pretty and